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JORDAN PETERSON 
SUMMARY 
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Post-Doctoral Fellow, McGill University (1991 – 1993) 

Student, McGill University (1985 – 1991)  

Student, Alberta University (Graduated 1984)  

Year Off, Europe 

Student, Alberta University (Graduated 1982)  
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CONTROVERSY AND VIEWS 

Peterson initially achieved notoriety for a series of videos be posted on YouTube in response to C-16, 

arguing that it created a situation where there would be compelled speech in regards to gender identity and 

expression. This led to a series of protests at University of Toronto and eventually two letters of warning from the 

administrators.  

During his book tour for 12 Rules for Life, he was interviewed by Cathy Newman. During the interview, 

Newman was somewhat confrontational and misrepresented Peterson’s positions on many occasions. The 

interview propelled him into a truly international audience, and caused many of his fans to abuse and threaten 

Newman.  

OPPOSITION TO “POLITICAL CORRECTNESS”  

Peterson consistently denigrates what he considers political correctness, stating that there is a 

connection between those who are easily and regularly offended by political incorrectness and authoritarian 

leanings. He believes that political correctness has corrupted scholarship in the humanities, and the sciences to a 

lesser extent, leading strong confirmation bias and a proliferation of taboo subjects and conclusions.  

OPPOSITION TO “ IDENTITY POLITICS”  

Peterson believes that while open Marxism fell out of fashion since the 1960s, that various intellectuals 

have instead hidden and expanded Marxist philosophy into identity politics. Instead of being oppressed based on 

economic status or class (bourgeoisie vs. proletariat), people are oppressed by gender, sexuality, ethnicity, 

religion, or ability. This sort of “neo-Marxist” rhetoric would be endemic in areas like womens studies, ethnic 

studies, and racial studies, sociology and literature.  
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His stance on this issue is  part of his basis for rejecting the alt-right which engages in its own form of 

identity politics, sometimes referred to as white ethnonationalism.  

He further argues that discussion of things like white privilege and cultural appropriation lead to 

undesirable levels of self-censorship. 

MEN ’S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS (MRA), INCELS, AND MASCULINITY 

Peterson posits that the West is currently experiencing a crisis of masculinity. He believes that through 

modern initiatives to remove hierarchies, that natural incentives to be responsible and productive have been 

removed, leading to a lack of leadership and initiative among men.  

In response to recent violence perpetrated by a self-identified incel, he spoke about the need for a social 

norm of monogamy, pointing out that historically, unmarried young men are a chaotic and destructive force.  

AUTHOR, 12 RULES FOR LIFE: AN ANTIDOTE TO CHAOS  (2018) 

Written with a wider audience in mind, 12 Rules for Life is considered an atypical self-help book as it 

focuses more on personal responsibility than happiness. It has been an Amazon #1 best-seller in the United States 

and Canada, while reaching #4 in the UK.  

AUTHOR, MAPS OF MEANING: THE ARCHITECTURE OF BELIEF (1999) 

Peterson worked Maps of Meaning for at least 13 years before it was published by Routledge. It is a 

dense, academic tome which attempts to explain how and why people develop ideologies that lead to violent 

social conflict as well as political repressions, for example the Gulag, Auschwitz, and the Rwandan genocide.  

ADAPTATION (2004) 

TVOntario adapted  Peterson’s book into a 13 part TV series.  

PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (1998 – PRESENT) 

Peterson currently works as a professor of Psychology at the University of Toronto. During his academic 

career, he has authored or co-authored more than one hundred academic papers.  

CLINICAL PRACTICE  

While some may consider him a disconnected intellectual, in reality he has more than 20 years of clinical 

experience, seeing about twenty people per week until 2017.  

PROFESSOR, HARVARD UNIVERSITY (1993 – 1998) 

While at Harvard University, he continued his research on alcohol abuse, specifically looking at aggression 

caused by drug and alcohol abuse.  

Depressed at the time, he decided not to apply for tenure, and instead moved back to Canada to work at 

University of Toronto.  
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POST-DOCTORAL FELLOW, MCGILL UNIVERSITY  (1991 – 1993) 

After the completion of his Doctorate, Peterson stayed at McGill University for an additional two years as 

a Postdoctoral Fellow. This may have involved supervised practice hours required for licensure.  

STUDENT, MCGILL UNIVERSITY  (1985 – 1991)  

Peterson graduated from McGill University with a PhD in Psychology. His thesis was concerned with 

generational alcoholism among men and ways to identify increased risk for alcoholism among men. It is titled, 

“Potential Psychological Markers for the Predisposition to Alcoholism”. It can be accessed electronically through 

the McGill Library, the PDF is about 220 pages long.  

STUDENT, ALBERTA UNIVERSITY  (GRADUATED 1984)  

Peterson returned to Alberta University to receive a second Bachelors degree, this time in Psychology.  

YEAR OFF, EUROPE 

During his gap year spent in Europe, Peterson became preoccupied with questions around the Cold War 

and Totalitarianism, and suffered intense anxiety about the nuclear arms race. Because of this, he took refuge in 

the ideas of Nietzsche, Jung, Dostoyevsky and Solzhenitsyn. This is what lead him to pursue his Psychology Degree. 

STUDENT, ALBERTA UNIVERSITY  (GRADUATED 1982)  

Peterson graduated from Alberta University with a Bachelors degree in Political Science and English 

Literature.  

STUDENT, GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE  (ENTERED 1979) 

Though Peterson began his education at Grande Prairie Regional College, he transferred to Alberta 

University to complete his degree.  

 


